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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


An attempt to answer the question 
What is a pRarisaical spirit ? 
Much is said in the world by Christians about the | 
Pharisees, a sect which is much spoken of in the evan- 
gelists” history of our Lord. This sect obtained great | 
notoriety by its opposition to him in sentiment, ‘fans! 
y 
ing, and practice. Al denominations of christians u- 
nite in disapproving in some way ofthe doctrines, pre- 
jadices, and practice of it. The name of a Pharisee 
has long heen an odium. in the christian world, and a} 





iristian regards it as an expression oi Olgas, 
to be called a pharisee, or to have his doctrines, prac-| 
We have} 
of 


the Pharisee, pride, contemptuousness, hypocrisy, aud 


tices, or feelings denominate* pharasaical. 
heen accustomed to associate with the character 
self-richteousness ; and consequeutly we receive it as 
a mark of disrespect to be thought like them. .,Christ- 
‘ans have not been very sparing in their use of this, 


term. 
er, perhaps without sufficiently considering the char- 


They have reciprocally dashed it at one anoth-, 


acter of these who regarded it as an honor to be called 


by that name. } 

We shall look for an illustration of our subject to| 
the accounts of our Saviour’s preaching, recorded in | 
the New Testament. If these are not the only sources 
of information on this subject, they are the best ; and 
this information may be obtained without danger of 


mistake. As occasion shall require, we shall refer to 
we see and hear at the present day which ap- 
pears to resemble the spirit of those ancient opposers 
of the christian religion, of whom we have spoken. 
We are informed (Luke xviii. 9) that Jesus spake a 
parable to them, ** which trusted in themselves that 
lie 
doubtedly allnded to the Pharisees, for we read that 
15.) 


se!{-right- 


what 


they were righteons, and despised others.” un- 


they justified themselves Letore,men. (luke xvi. 





They were then, to use a common Ail 


eous. ‘This is evi-lent from the parable to which 


have just alluded. 


we . 
* Two men went up inte the gary 
ple to pray ; the one a pharisee,the other a publican.’ 

The Pharisee stuod with himself ; he ‘associated -not 
with the publican. Isaiah represents a person of this 
description as saying to another, “stand by thyself, 
come not near me.” 


The reason which he 
‘forlam holier than thou.’ ‘he first thing, proba- 
bly, which the Pharisee, spoken of in the parable, 
‘hought of after he got into the temple, was bis supe- 
rior goodness. The first words he said were, ** God, | 
thank thee that Tam not as other menare, extorlioners, 
"just, adulterers” » and seeing the publican,.perhaps 
the ouly person present with him, he added, ** or even 
as this publican.” 


gives is, 


Ile then proceeded to detail what 
he thonght to be his virtues and 
paid tythes ; but he said na ate 
low-men, or doing the 


He said he fasted, 
about loving his 1el- 


m good, 


lam sometimes astonished, and sometimes amused 


4 ’ 
to see the accurate ness of the parallel formed by a 
CQ Omparis wit 


these Pharisees 


that of many people at the present day, who undeut 


on of the character of 


We heat 
ecly think themselves to be righteous. 


son refuses to sit down at the 


Vihen a per 
communion table wit! 
one who may differ from him in opinion, and perhay 


in being more humble ! 


he virtu ally 


for 


than he, says ts 


J an 


79 
him, stan d by thy self. compa near me, 
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not say literally that they are better than others. 


"| humble and contrite ; 


‘of all men, they have been thoneht to be 


‘that ‘* they loved the praise of men more than the 


' those whom they judged to be sinners. 
| corded in the 


¢ associating with people of this character. 
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holier than thou.”” And how many are there who, in | he did not give some one penny, some two pence, and 
ther prayers, artfully insinuate that they are much! some three ; he gare each a penny. Those who set 
better than others. It has frequently cost me not a! such value upon their good works, and represented 
little exertion in restraining-feelings of risibility to ob- | the service of their master to be so very hard, mur- 
serve the droll way in which they « do this. They do ‘mured at this. At what? Let us hear their com- 
In! plaint. ‘* Thou hast made them equal unto us.” As 
this the ancient Pharisees were less hypocritical than | much as if they had said, the whole ought not to fare 
they are. But they say they are wicked, very wick- as wellas we. The master of the house gave them 
ed, prone to evil. The most unworthy worms of the | what he agreed to give them. They murmured be- 
dust, who continually do what they ought not, and | cause others had as much as they. Whata striking 
ieave undone what they ought to do. If any other| comparison does this conduct form to that of some god- 


person were fo say this of them, they would complain, | ly people who now live in the world. How anxiously 


they would think they were misrepresented, yea, even | do they anticipate the time when they shall receive 
slandered. This proves that they do not mean whit | more than others. If it were not for this, they say 
ithey say, They won!d make us think théy are very! they would not attend to religion. It is a hard service. 
and there bas been such an!a barden, 

‘unfortunate association of some things in many peoples” 
minds, that when those who professed to be influenced 
by God's holy spirit, have said they were the worst 


* @ straight and thorny road, 
And mortal spirits tive and faint.” 


If it be intimated that the Ruler of the universe 
will finally bless all men, they will turn to you appa- 
rently amazed, and ask you how it can be. ‘They 
think such an idea sets aside the heavenly attribute 
of justice. You might as well tell them there is no 
God. For, say they, if this be true, where shaH we, 
who have borne the burden and heat of the day, be 
rewarded for all the trouble we have had in being re- 
ligious. Jt will be of no avail to tell them they are to 
be eternally and perfectly happy ; for they will notbe 
able to see much benefit iu this, if others are to be so 
too. 


most pious, 
good christians. It was said of the ancient Pharisees 
praise of God.” ~ The same seems reasonable of the 
class of people of whom we have spoken ; because the 
most of them have too much discerument to think that 
such conduct is pleasing toa Being who abhors dis- 
simulation and deceit. 

The Pharisees of old were noted for their enmity to 
There are re- 
New Testament several instances of 
their marmuring at Christ and his apostles for associa-. 
ting with such. ‘* Then drew near unto him all the 
publicans and sinners for to bear him. And the scribes 
and Pharisees murmered, saying, this man or 
sinners, and cateth with them.” (Luke xv. 1, 2.)—— 
** Levi made him a great feast in his own er ; and 
there was a great company of publicans, and of others, 


In the parable of the prodigal son, which, if there 
be any difference. is perhaps the most interesting out 
Saviour ever spake, this spirit of the Pharisees is strik- 
ingly exhibited. The elder brother represents the 
Pharisees, and the prodigal, those on whom they look- 
ed with disdain and contempt. Fvery reader of the 
that sat down with them. But their scribes and Phar- scriptures is ¢o familiar with this parable, that we 
isees murmured against his disciples, saying, Why do} nced not recite the whole of it. ‘The prodigal finally 
ae eat and drink with publicans and sinners ?°’ (Luke returned to his father’s house, and twas graciously bes 

4,30.) This is another proot of their self-right-| ceived. Merritnent ensued; the father rejoiced that 
eousuess. If they had believed tiiat themselves were | his son, who had been dead, was alive again, and re- 
they would not have murmuted at Christ for|stored to his bosom. ‘The elder brother, who had 
This was} been away. how comes home, inquires the cause of 
what displeased them so sorely, Christ paid too much} the merriment, and is inf rmed that his brother having 
attention to sinners. If he had disregarded sinners, | returned, bis father has killed the fatted calf. He was 
and declared that they were not the objects of Divine }angry and would not goin. This isa correct repre- 
favour, this would have been al) right in the eye ofjsentation of a Pharisee. He would net go in because 
thie Pharisees. ‘Their spirit could not bear. the impar- | his brother was received into favor. Is it not the same 
tiality of Jesus. When intimations were given them | spirit with his which induces the self-righteous man to 
that the Gentiles were heirs of the grace of God, they | say, if all men go to heaven, I should not wish to ?— 
were enraged. Such was their enmity to the Gen-|Seme have eyen dowbted whether there would be any 
tiles, that ¢ they would have no dealings with the Sa-| heaven, ifall men are made happy. And I canrot see 
! Is there notthe}why their doubts are unreasonable, if the doctrine 


sinners, 


maritans, who were of that people. 


same spirit in the world now? the same enmity taim+| which some of them believe-be'trie. They have con- 
partiality ? the same hatred to sinners? Are there}tended that the miseries of the damned would, at 
not some who cannot Leur to hear that Jesus is the |least, enyance the joys of the saints in glory. 


friend and saviour of all men ? ns far as J intended. 
ler examine the actions, and mur- 
murs, and doctrines of the Pharisces, and be will ob- 
tain a correct knowledge of their character and spirit. 
I wonder much at the striking resen:blavce Letween- 
who went into te vineyard at an early hour.—| the character and epirit of the Pharisees, and those of 


hey expected that they should receive more than ‘the opposers of impyrtial grace generally ; 


Ihave now parsued my inquiry 


Our Saviour has given a very clear and forcible il-} Let the candid reader 
lustration of the spirit of the Pharisees in some of the 
parables which he spate. Tn that of the laborers 


represented the Pharisees bw 


in 





the vineyard, he has 


these 


Tl w peer 


he others, That they thought the service of thei: j much more that these opposers themselves do rct see 
aster was hard, is evideni fiom their saying, ** we jit; or, if they do see it, that they do not cultivatea 
ave berne the burden aed heat of the day.” Wher | better spirit. 

he master of the house paid to laborers their wages Reader, let as take onr Saviour for onr rattern 

















90 





UNIVERSALIST. MAGAZINE. 





- el 


ee 


Let us obey his commandments. Let us not limit our wotld praise the Lord for his goodaess and wonderful 


affections by the creeds or divisions which men have works unto the childrea of men.” 


These last men- 


made, but, like our great Lord, cultivate a charity as tioned christians are suca as f like to see, and I be- 


unbounded as his kingdom. 
RICHARDS. 


a () oa 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Experimental Religion. 


Very much is said in this our day, of experimental 
religion, and very often it is said by our opposers, that 


there are but few, and some say none, amongst the 


lieve that every one thaf has an understanding of the 
‘true character of God aud Christ, and has a realising 
, sense of the many blessings be stowed on him, must 
feel, at times, as the Psaimist did, when he exclaimed, 
| Oh praise the Lord, all ye nations, praise bim all ye 
people for his merciful kindness is great towards us, 
land the truth of the Lord endureth forever. Praise ye 
| the Lord.” But though we may be as devotional as 


David, as meek as Moses, as patient as Job, and pos-, 
‘sess an excellent spirit ike Daniel, and although we 


| may live soberly, righteously, and godiy in this pres- 


‘ent world, though we may live justly, love mercy,and , 


fet if we do not follow many 
Universalists that know any thing about experimental | well hambly before God; yet if we do n / 


religion. 
Is it because we are not willing to give an answer to 


every one that asketh a reason of the hope that is in 
us with meekness and fear? I believe not. What 


then can be the cause of such false accusations ? 
me it is plain. And as there is so much said,I thought 
I would be one that would say a little upon the sub- 


ject. I say to me it is plain, that it is the tradition of , oe 
But | 28a lover of religion who feels a sympathy for his fel- 


our Fathers that causes all those hard speeches. 
why, we would ask, do they soparticularly accuse us ? | 
Because we will not, we dare not, assent to things we 
do not understand, and for this reason we are thus ac- 
eused. And I pity our accusers. Fot I believe them 
generally more honest than well informed, for almost 
all that thus accuse us, have been taught from their 
infancy, that we must at some certain time be struck 
under conviction, when we must view ourselves the 
most vile beings on earth, we must fee] all the horrors 
of conscience that the most wicked and guilty crea- 
tures can feel, and we must be led to acknowledge, 
(whether we realize it or not,) that it would be 
just in God to cast us off forever. It is then those tra- 
ditional people will say, such an one will, I have no 
doubt, experience religion. They will then begin to 
talk comforting to them, will repeat such passages of 
scripture to them as will lead them to think it possible 
forthem to be saved. Then their distress and gloom 
are in part gone. They begin to search for themse] ves, 
and they find it recorded that “ Christ Jesus come in- 
to the world, not to condemn the world, but that the 
world through-him might be saved” ; but still they 
dare not believe it ; they search for further evidence, 
and are then told from the same scriptures of truth to 
‘* be no longer faithless, but believing.” They will 
then venture to believe, and in believing “ they re- 
joice with joy unspeakable, and full of glory.» And 
it is then their friends and neighbours will report that 
such an one has experienced religion. And why, we 
would ask, do you think he has experienced religion ? 
Because, says this traditional person, | have conver- 
sed with him ; he told me what distress of mind he 
was under, and how long, even until he was brought 
to see it just in God to cast him off forever; he then 
found relief in his mind, and I have no reason to doubt 
he has experiensed religion. But what reply would a 
reasonable person make to this question? I believe it 
would be something like this—such an one is a chris- 
tian, because the love of God appears to be shed a- 
broad in his heart; he has searched diligently the 
word of God,and has'there found it written, that “the 
Lord is good unto all, and his tender mercies are over 
all his works” ; that the heathen are his inheritance, 
and the uttermost part: of the earth are his posses- 
sion ; and he believes himself te be one of that num- 
ber ; one, whom this all-wise, poweriul, and merciful 
Being ever has, and ever will, keep under his divine 
protection. And this beliefhas a happy influence on 
his walk. Viewing this + goodness and mercy that 
tas followed him all the days of his life,” often leads 


him to say, ‘* what shall I render to the Lord for al! 


his bene‘its unto me,” and he feels a desire that ‘men 


Now why is it that we are thus accused ?— 


in all their ideas and views of religion, and if 
‘we declare boldly our belief in this excellent scrip- 
ture, “ That, in the dispensation of the fulness of 
i times, he might gather together in one, all things in 


‘To | Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on, 


earth, even in him,”’they will not allow us a seat with 
them, because, they say, we have never experrenced 
religion. We would ask, may we uot set one down 


' 





The parable on which we are Commenting is, we 
think, a simple, prophetic, explanation of the para. 
graph which we have just quoted ; particularly the 
last verse. We aré informed that the pharisees' 

him” ; but we are not told what they said; and We 
can only learn it from his answer and previous dis. 


course. The Jewish nation was frequently represent. _ 


ed by the prophets, as standing in the same relation to 
Jehovah, that a wife does to her husband : and it ap. 
pears thai the Pharisees introduced this argument a. 
gainst the moral of the parables previously introduced 
in the discourse, with which the one in question js 
connected. When the hottse of Israel turned from 
the worship of the Almighty to that of idols, the pre- 
phets represented them as committing adultery; be. 
cause they were bound to Gon by the marriage cove. 
nant: see Jeremiah iii. 20—ix. 14. * Surely as a 
wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so 
have ye dealt treacherously with me, O house of Isra- 
el, saith the Lord ;*—** and committed adultery with 
stones, and wiih stocks.”—‘*Turn, O backsliding chil- 
dren, saith the Lord ; for I am married unto you.*— 
Paul says, (Rom. vii. 1, 2, 3, 4,) “Know ye not breth- 
ren, (for! speak to them that know the law,) how 
, that the law hath domin’op over a man as long as he 


low-creatures ; who would not defraud nor injure any | liveth ? For the woman fiat hath a hushand is bound 
one because he delights to go by the golden rule,to do | by the law to her hushand so long as he liveth: but 
unto others as he would that others should do unto} if her husband be dead, she is free from that law ; so 
him? Tradition would answer no; He has never ez-}that she is no adultress, though she be married to a- 
perienced religion. {nother man. Wherefore, my breturan; Fe also are be- 
I sincerely desire that I may never possess that re- come dead to the law, by the body of Christ ; that ye 


ligion which leads me to set at nought a brother, or 
set one down as not knowing any thing about religion, | 
who live more uprightly than I do myself; but may | 
ever feel a desire for all such as are in darkness, that 
they may be led into this marvellous light, which will: 


should be married to another, even him who is raiecd 
from the dead.» The law, or Jewish dispensation, 
died with, or in Christ: he was the end of the law for 
Christ allowed that there could be no 
new dispensation till the old one was dead: the law, 


righteousness. 


+ —_— . . . 9 - 1 “cc re . 17°93 ‘ ss 6, 7, . y 
enable them more fuliy, to rejoice in him who is the he said, could not “paas till all”? was * fulfilled” : but 


light and life of tiie worid. | when that took place, the Jews were to be excluded, 
R*****, | and the Gentiles were to be received into Abraham's 
‘bosom. The Jews had fared sumptnonsly every day, 

ED |: aa —— 


) as it respected divine knowledge : to them were com- 
| mitted the oracles of God : they were the elect—the 
| peculiar people of God ; but now the scene was to be 
— changed: as an independent nation, and as a true 

7 E > m Or THE oe | cherch, they were soon to cease to exist, or, in other 
THOUGHTS ON THE PARABLE OF THE RICH | worde. they were soon to die—the sceptre was very 
MAN AND LAZARUS. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


This parable is generally thought | 
by the believers in endless misery, to be no parable, | 
but a literal fact ; of which our Lord gave the Jews a | 
simple history. That it is not literal, we should think | 
the bare reading of it would be sufficient to coavince | 
any unprejudiced mind. We can never believe that | 
spirits have eyes, fingers, and the organs of speech, or | 
that they literally make use of water ; and yet, if we 
believe this to be a simple history, we must believe 
these gross absurdities. There are several parables in 
the 15th and 16th chapters of Luke ; with which, 
this of the rich man and Lazarus stands connected — 
which have the same object in view, viz.—the point 

ing out of the exclusion of the Jews from, and the re- 
ception of the Gentiles to, the immediate blessings of 
the gospel. The paragraph, beginning with the 14th 
and ending with the 18th verse of the 16th cirapter, 
reads thus: ‘* And the Pharisees also, who were cov- 
etous, heard all these things; and they derided him. 
And he said unto them, Ye are they, which justity 
yourselves before men ; but God knoweth your hearts 
for that which is highly esteemed among men, is a- 
bomination in the sight of God. The law and the 
prophets were until John : since that time the king- 
dom of God is preached, and every man pressetin 
into it. Andit is easier for heaven and earth to pass 
away than one tittle of the law to fail. Whosoever 
putteth away his wife and marrieth another, commit- 
teth adultery: and whosoever marrieth her that is put 








away from her husband, committeth adultery.” 


i soon * to depart from Judah,” and “* a lawgiver from 


a 4 re 

between his feet ;”” for ‘* Shiloh” had ** come.” The 
. oe) 

Gentiles, who had been considered as ‘+ no people, 


and who had been favored with only a few ‘ crumbs” 


of divine knowledge, sparing!y imparted to them by 
the parsimonious, Jewish high priests, were emphati- 
cally to be received into Abraham’s bosom—to the 
full enjoyment of the covenant made with him, viz ~ 
‘- In thee, and in thy seed, shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed.” Their poverty and wretched- 
ness were te die, or come to anend. The Jews were 
to be ** broken off :—blindness in part’? was to happen 
“ to Israel till the fulness of the Gentiles be come ip.” 
Such a death as is here meant, is frequently spoken of 
in the New Testament. Thus the apostle says— 
‘¢ When the commandment came, sin revived, and | 
died :” and again—** ye were sometime dead in tres 
passes and sins—being now made alive—be ye dead 
indeed to the world,” &c. The question has some- 
times been asked—Who were the “five brethren”! 
To which it may be answered, the number has neth- 
ing to do with the moral of the parable. We might 
ask with the same propriety, who were the five fool- 
ish virgins? We suppose they both represent the ob- 
stinate Jews. Fables and parables have, or ought to 
have. a moral, which should be carefully sought: but, 
when we trv to find a moral for every word, we de- 
stroy their meaving, and it is difficult to tell which we 
make appear the most ridicglous, them, of ourselves. 


The Jews had ‘+ Moses and the prophets,” and they 


: ‘ ieve 
would not lear thein; neither would they beliey 


[though oue (Christ) rose from the dead : no, they aid 

















ee : 
not believe alter his resurrection, and the prophecy 


was fulfilled. 
It was necessary, if we believe the prophets and a- 
ostles, that blindness in part should happen to Israel 
till the fulness of the Gentiles should come in. The 
Jews, in their life-time, or dispensation, had their good 
things ; and, during that dispensation, the Gentiles. 
had their evil things; but now the scene is reversed ; 
the Gentiles have their good things—they are com- 
forted, and the Jews are tormented ; being in heil, or 
afhiction. We believe, therefore, that this parable 
has a reference to the former and present condition of 
the . Those who suppose it 
to have Ween a literal fact, are as mach at war with 
their own notions of heaven and hell, as they are with 
the important instruction our Lord conveyed in this 
They represent heaven and heil! 





portion of scripture. 
as being at infinite distance from each other ; the first 


is supposed to be inexpressibly delightful ; while the 
latter is considered every way terrible ; yet, if this| 
parable be literal, or, if it represent a rich man and a 
beggar in another state of existence, one in endless 
misery, and the other in the midst of never ending de- 
lights ; it teaches that the great gulf was as muci fix- 
ed, to prevent Lazarus and his happy companions from 
passing down to hell, as it was to prevent those in tor- 
ment from passing up to the regions of pleasure. ‘* And! 
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UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


supposed, that it was generally beli¢ved, that Adam 
and Eve were saved by faith in the promised seed.— 
And that this was represented by the coats of skins 
which God made to clothe them. As man was not al- 
lowed flesh to eat, it has been understood that those 
skins were taken from beasts offered in sacrifice ; and 
that they were typical of that robe of righteousness 
which clothes the naked soul. Now if there is reason 
to believe that God saved the first human pair, then 
Mr. W’s doctrine is erroneous, or he makes the ser- 
pent to speak truth, and the God of truth to speak 
faisely. God said in the day thou eatest, thou shalt 
surely die. But Adam did not die a temporal or bodi- 
ly death, for he lived 930 years. And he could not 
die an eternal death, and afterwards obtain eternal 
life. Ifence if Adam was saved, and God spake the 
truth, and the serpent proved to be aliar, then the 
death threatened was spiritual or moral, and Mr. W’s. 
only argument, which he adduced, fails to prove end- 
less misery. Paul says to be carnally minded is death 
That if any live after the flesh, they shall die. This 
death every soul experiences which sins. The soul 
that sinneth it shall die. The wages of sin is death. 
2. Mr. W. made those observations, which lead a 
hearer to conclude he did not believe that mankind 
were possessed of sinful natures, which they derived 
from Adam, or that they were born totally depraved. 


vesides all this, between us and yon there is a great {For he referred to the proverb, the fathers have eaten 
rulf fixed, so that they which wouun pass from RENCE | the sour grapes and the children’s teeth are set on 
(HEAVEN) cannot ; neither can they pass to us that| edge ; and said there should be no more occasion to 
would come from thence.” If this gulf be a figurative | use it in Israel. . 

representation of that fixed unyielding disposition, on} And further, Mr. W. said those things respecting 
the part of the Jews, against Christainity; and the | wicked men’s praying, which one would suppose, were 
opposition, on the part of Christians, to Judaism, it ap-| inconsistent with his belief in total depravity. The 


pears plain and consistent. But, if we admit that it| preacher represented the sinner’s salvation to depend 
Yea, election and reprobation to 


is literal, we locate heaven and hell in the same coun- | 
fry, and so near together, that their respective inhab- | 
itants can see and converse with each other. If héll 
be a thousandth part as terrible as many ef the Chris- 
tian clersy have represented it, one would think there 
would be no need of a “ great gulf,” to prevent the 
immortal inhabitants of heaven from leaving their en- 
chanting delights, to rush into such a dismal abode ! 
it would not help the matter any, to say they might be 
moved to it by a desire to relieve the distressed ; for 
such a desire would effectually destroy heir own hap- 
piness, If they would enjoy their orthoav«e heaven 
they must look on the misery of the wretched inhabi- 
tants of hell with perfect indifference ; nay, they must 
rejoice in it! OrEMpeRA!!! May we be effectually 
delivered from the long night of mental darkness, and 
its legitimate offspring, superstition, enthusiasm, and 


upon his prayers. 
depend not upon the sovereign will of God, but upon 
the free will of man. What seemed neta little curi- 
ous is, that a very Calvinistic church should be so 
well pleased with what sounded so much like Method- 
ism or Ariminianism. 

3. The preacher represented thot there were doubt- 
less some essential doctrines of the gospel, but he 
would not presume to tell us what they were. He 
wave every one liberty to judge for himself. This is 
sufficiently liberal. He thought, however, that there 
were some erroneous opinions, which were dangerous’ 
and hurtful. And among these, he very boldly con- 
demned one of Dr. Hepkins’ opinions, viz: a willing- 
ness to be damned for the glory of God,or that we may 
be saved. 

I confess, that in order to make the preacher’s dis- 
course consistent with itself, 1 did not see why he 








fanaticism. E. C. Jr. 


ought not to be as willing to be damned himself for 
ithe glory of God, as to have others, whom he repre- 
sented would be eternally damped. If aman loves 
‘his neighbour as himself, or loves a parent, a child, or 
‘a companion as himself, how can he be any more wil- 
‘ling that they should be endlessly miserable, than that 
) he should himself. It appears to me that those are 
REM ARKS ,. | very selfish beings, lovers of their own selves, who are 
iiestiaiin Sermon, delivered in Plymouth, Lord's £0 very well pleased with the doctrine of endless mis- 
day Oct. 19, 1823. » for their fellow-men, that they think the gospel is 
1. The preacher, in order to prove that some Of not preached, if this horrible doctrine is left out ; and 
mankind would be eternally miserable, referred to our that a man ought not to be fellowshipped ‘as a chris- 
first parents, whom God threatened with death for tian, who will not reprobate millions of his fellow-men 
their disobedience. He intimated that those who do to never-ending torment ; and yet he is not willing to 
not believe in an eternal hell in another world, were be eternally damned himself for the glory of God 
like the serpent, who said to the woman, ye shall not vindictive wrath, and the greater joy of those who are 
surely die. He conveyed the idea that God denounc- eternally saved. 
€d upon man, for eating the forbidden fruit, a death, | 4. AsI do not believe in the endless misery of any 
Which was torment upon soul and body to all eternity. ' of the creatures of God, I do not feel willing that my- 
Now it is a fact, not disputed by any one, that our' self, or any of my fellow-men should be always in tor- 
first parents did transgress the law given them. Hence ment. As I do not believe that either God can be 
Mf God is true to his word, and the preacher was cor- glorified, or benevolent beings rendered more happy 
rect in representing the death threatened,our first par- by the endless misery of one soul, I do not think any 
fats are doomed to never ending pain, in fire and brim- | ought to be willing it shonld take place. For if God 


———— *& 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





aI 


then he can be stil} more glorified in damning all man 
kind. For ane soul cannot sufferas much torment as 
the whole : for the whole can bear all the torment as 
easily as one can bear his share of it. Hence it is not. 
more dreadful to think of all mankind being eternally 
miserable, than to think of one. Yea, if there be any 
difference, it is more dreadful to think of one soul suf- 
fering eternally while all the rest are happy, than it. 
would be to think of the whole being cast off together. 
And those texts and arguments generally made use of 
in support of the endless misery of some of mankind, 
equally prove the misery of the whole. For exam- 
ple, the wicked shall-_be turned intohell. Now, noth-. 
ing is better proved from the Bible than that all have 
sinned ; there is not ong righteous; and the whole: 
world have become guilty bofore God, 

Had I room, 1 notice many things more in the 
sermon. To copeldde, | think Mr. W. is not far from 
the kingdom of heaven. Could he be favoured with. 
an opportanity to get a little more light, he would’ 


come out of darkness and give God glory. 
Seek TRuTR. . 





MARRIED,. 


In this city, Capt. Zebine Horton to Miss Candace 
Spear. 

Mr. William Smith to Miss Mary. Merris, both of this 
city. 

In Roxbury, Mr. Joseph B. Nichols to Miss Emily 
W. Chenery. 

In Hingham, Mr. Lyman Barnes to Miss Hannah 
Whiting. 

In Hopkinton, N. H. Mr. Philip Phillips to Miss 
Emma Bailey Carr. 

At Phillips, Me. Mr. Stephen Carl, aged 42, to Miss 
Betsey Hardy, aged 15. 

‘In New-York, Capt. James Clark,of Boston, to Miss 
Maria Hughes. 

In New-Orleans, Mr. Thomas H. Hearsey to Miss 
Martha Williford. 





DIED, 


In this city, Mr. James Scribner, aged 36. 

Cybil Maria, child of Mr Nehemiah Leonuard, /r. 
aged 11 months. 

Mrs. Ann Wiswall, aged 39. 

John A. youngest childjof Mr. Andrew Lawson,aged 
6 months. 

Joseph, son of George W. and Mary Seaward, aged 
3 months. 

At Cambridge, on Sunday, Dea. John Walton,aged 
86. 

In Salem, Mr. Wm. Monies, aged 92. 

In Salem, Mr. Henry Apppleton, aged 55. 

In Gloucester, Miss Harriet Babson. 

In Brimfield, Col. Alexander Sessions, 72. 

In New-York, John Mott, Esq. 68--—Mr. Stephen 
Baxter, 45. 

In Charleston, S. C. Capt. Isaac Silliman—Mr. 


James Thompson. 
In New-Orleans, Mr. Dautel Huvt—Mr. Thomas 


Beale. 
In York, Mr. Danie] M’Intire, 74. 
In Kennebunk, Mr. Johnson Littlefield, 21—Miss 


Lucinda Liitlefield, 12. 
In New Orleans, James A. Thomas, John Simons, 


and G. W. Warren. 
Near Pensacola, Capt. John J. Brown, a native of 


Rhode Island. 
In 1820, 41 persons died at Paris of the Swall Pox. 
In 1821, 122 ; and In 1822, 1236 ! 
At Pembroke, Gilman Collamore, Esq. 34, 
In Salem, widow Fhippe, at an advanced age.. 
At South Reading, William Nichols, Faq. aged 36, 
At Monticello, Livingston Billings, Esq,. Counselioy 


at Law, aged 37. 


‘ 





stone.. But will the young man admit this? I have | can be more glorified by damuing one soul eternally 















POET’S CORNER. 
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SELECTED. 
WINTER EVENING. 


Come, Ev’ning, once again, season of peace ; 
Return, sweet Ev’ning, and continue long! 
Methinks I see thee in the streaky west, 

With matron-step slow-moving, while the night , 
Treads on thy sweeping train ; one hand employ’d 
lu letting fall the curtain of repose 
On bird and beast, the other charg’d for man 
With sweet oblivion of the cares. of day : 
Not sumptuously adorn’d, nor needing aid, 
Like homely featur’d night, of clust’ring gems ; 
A star or two, just twinkling on thy brow, 
Suffices thee ; save that the moon is thine 
No less than hers, not worn, indeed, ow high 
With ostentatious pageantry, but set 
With modest grandeur in thy purple zone, 
Nesplendent less, but of an ampler round. 
Come then, and thou shalt find thy vot’ry calm, 
Or make me so. Composure is thy gift ; 
And, whether I devote thy gentle hours 
To books, to music, or the poet’s toil ; 
‘To weaving nets for bird-alluring fruit ; 
Or twining silken threads round iv’ry reels, 
When they command whom man was born to please ; 
[ slight thee not, but make thee welcome still, 
* * pa & % Xx 


* * 


I saw the woods and fields, at close of day, 
A variegated show ; the meadows green, 
Though faded ; and the lands, where lately wav’d 
The golden harvest, of a mellow brown, 
Upturn’d so lately by the forceful share. 
T saw far off the weedy fallows smile 
With verdure not unprofitable, graz‘d 
By flocks, fast feeding, and selecting each 
tis fav’rite herb ; while all the leaflless groves, 
That skirt th’ horizon, wore a sable hue, 
Scarce notic’d in the kindred dusk of eve. 
To-morrow brings a change, a total change ! 
Which even now, though silently performed 
And slowly, and by most unfelt, the face 
Of universal nature undergoes. 
Fast falls a fleecy show’r : the downy flakes, 
Descendivg, and with never-ceasing lapse, 
Softly alighting upon all below, 
Assimilate all objects. Earth receives 
Gladly the thick’ning mantle ; and the green 
And tender blade, that fear’d the chilling blast, 
Escapes unhurt beneath so warm a veil. 

CowPprr. 
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HONOR. 


It is curious to observe im how many different ways 
mankind seek honor. The warrior courts it in the 
field of danger and death ; the statesman in the cabi- 
net; the merchant in his trade; and the scholar ip 
his study. Even of the undistinguished and unknown 
mass of mankind, each one has his little circle of ob- 
servers, whose notice and respect he assiduously en- 
deavors to obtain and cultivate. Hence, the private 
citizen conforms to the fashions of the day. earnjshec 
his house, or decks himself ibis oe 


7 < rAcOry An ay - p 
laLorer preserves 9n appearance of neatness or thrifti- 
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ness, or displays his wonderful strength and manage- 
ment by the surprising tasks he performs. 

One would certainly imagine that. the shameless 
wretch and the professed villian must have given up 
the hiope, and even the desire, of respect and esteem ; 
inasmuch as they appear to court the contempt and 
abhorrence, rather than the favor of mankind. But 
such are the contrarieties of the human character, that 
even these outcasts of society eagerly persevere in the 
pursuit of honor. One obtains it of his riotous compan- 
ions, by the unequalled excess to which he carries 
his beastliness ; and another, by his boldness in trans- 
gressing the laws of the land, and by the dexterity and 
cunning with which he escapes discovery. And when, 
at last, he is detected, and awaits in prison the execu- 
tion of the law, he writes a history of his wicked teats, 
that, after he is dead, people may know he had been 
no bungler at his business, buta workman that need- 
ed not to be ashamed. 


In short, the love of honor is universal. It pervades 





‘society from the most exalted to the basest class ; 


and 


‘mingles, either directly or indirectly, in all the busi- 
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ness of life. There are indeed many who declaim 
against it; but they themselves are as much under its 
influence as others ; and they not unfrequenily decry 
it for the very purpose of honoring themselves, insin- 


|uating the opinion that they are so elevated above 


| 
| 


| 


‘nature. 
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| 
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and family in garments as | ceived him. 
costly as his means will afford: and hence the daily |b 


ito death. 
blush of shame,rather than the 


this world, as to be unconcerned in its respect or con- 
tempt. 

.The love of honor, however, is, in itself, not only 
innocent, but hecessary. It is essential to our social 
For so long as we remain social beings, de- 
pendent on each other for much of our enjoyment, it 


, is necessary that we feel a regard for each other’s es- 


teem and applause, as well as a sympathy in exch 
other’s joys and sufferings, in order to preserve our mu- 
tual connexion as members of one body! ‘These recip- 
rocal feelings in our nature form that attraction which 
holds the social system together. ‘They first bring 
men to unite in society, and then render them blessed 
init. They diffusg, throughout the whole, that in- 
dicribable charm, without which each individual 
would be assolitary and joyless as Adam among the 
beasts of the Garden, before there was found a help 
meet for him. 

The evils, which often seem to be produced by the 
love of honor, are always the consequences of mistaken 
notions, either with regard to the nature of honor, or 
the proper means to attain it. The duellist imagines 
that ihe world must respect him for the seeming indif- 
ference with which he sets his life at hazard, and the 
inflexibility with which he seeks revenge. But if he 
only knew that fool-hardiness and savage ferocity are 
really dishonorable, would he sacrifice himself at their 
shrine? It would surely mortify him to contemplate 
his numerous and accomplished competitors for this 
sort of honor : the savages of our western woods ex- 
cell him, every one ef them, in the stubborn hardihood 


| with which they face death, and in the relentless de- 


termination with which they seek revenge. They 
share abundantly with him, also, in the glorious re- 
ward of such magnanimity ; they enjoy the unqualifi- 
ed abhorrence of all. except of their own particular 
brethren, the red and white savages. We have lately 
seen a hero, whe had gathered laurels which none but 
himself could blight, exchange bis fame for a fowl’s 
death ; and by one unworthy act, silence the voice of 
a people who were loud in his praise. Mis enemy 
gave him a glorious opportunity of adding lus- 
tre to his renown; by refusing the challenge, he 
would have rendered his name as sacred to virtue as 
it was to bravery, and given an example which would 
have been applauded as long as the history of our 
country is ar Pe! — a false view of honor de- 
nstead of shaking »pti . - 
and, he stooped to pret ae gn ep pe earth A 
His country mourned him, but with the 

paleness of grief. 
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~The duellist, however, is not.the on 
who mistakes the way to honor. Observe the proud 
disdainful man. Every glance of his eye, every “ity 
ture in his countenance, his gestures, and his very pos. 
ture, all seem to say, ‘Stand by yourselyes——.j am 
greater than ye.’ When he walks the street, he cay 
scarcely waste a look on the base herd around him ; 
or if he rolls by in his carriage, it is with the air ofa 
god among mortals. Why does he subject himself to 
all the inconveniencies of his haughtiness? To gain 
the reverence of those very people he affects to dispise, 
And how does he succeed? Why, perhaps they stare 
at him awhile ; but as soon as they discover what he 
is, they despise him heartily in return for the seeming 
contempt in which he held them. He was a fool to 
think of gaining their respect by insulting them, 

But here comes another candidate for honor, whe 
having discovered the folly of the former, means to act 
a more politic part. It is the flatterer, with his smooth 
speeches and honied words. He has bows and smiles 
for every body. One might suppose he had a particu. 
lar affection for every one he approaches. And what 
reward does he receive for all his submissiveness and 
servile attentions? Alas, the mean ¢elfishness of his 
pretended friendship becomes apparent tothe observers, 
aud they turn from him with contempt. 

Whoever shews a torwardness to force himself into 
our respect will surely meet with contempt. But 
when we see sincere benevolence, justice and fortitude 
united in a man’s character, and tempered with unaf- 
fected meekiess, our hearis instinctively yield to him 
that homage, which the arrogant pretender & the ser- 
vile flatterer must seek m vain. Whoever would obtain 
; genuine honor, such as will endure that trying scruti- 
ny to which the envy, if not the justice of the world 





j will subject every thing of this sort, must constantly 
{bear in mind the maxim of Solomon, 
| heeemeale/y. 


> before honor is 
This maxim is sanctioned hy the authonty 
of him who knew what was in the heart of man, and 
| needed not that any should tell him: Ae that exeiteth 
| himself, says Christ, shall be abased ; and he that hum. 
| bleth himself, shall be exalted. | 
The more exalted the character, the more humble 
‘the man. Behold our Lord Jesus Christ. His name 
| Was above every name, for he was the. brightness of 
| God sgiory ; and yet how meek and Jowly im heart! 
How regardless of pomp and parade ! 
Marcus, 
———= 0:0 ae ——— 
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Synod of Alez. 

For the sake of presenting to onr readers a specimen 
of the tyrannical and unholy means. usec, at the era 
ofthe Keformation. for establishing the Calvinistic rex 
ligion, We insert the following 

From Mercier’s Church Histo. of Genera. 

In the same Synod, {that of the Reformed Churéb- 
es of France, held in the city.of Alev, about the year 
1620,] it was decreed that the following oath should. 
be administered to all the members of Provincial Sy- 
nods, 

The Form of the Oath.—l, N. N. do swear and pro- 
test before God and his holy assembly, that I do re- 
ceive, approve,.and embrace all the @octrines: taught 
and decided in the Council of, Dort (or Dordreck) as 
perfectly agreeing with the word of God,&the confession 
of our churches. / swear and promise to persevere in pro 
fession of this doctrine during. my whole life, and to de 
"fend i with the utmost, of my power, and’ that Icill 
never, neither by preaching,nor leaching in the schools, 
nor by writing, depart frem it. T declare Also aud pro- 
test. that | condemn the doctrine of the Arminians, be~. 
cause it makes God’s Decrees of Election to dep 
on the mutable will of man, and that it doth extenu 
ate aud make null and void the Grace of God. Itex- 
‘alteth man and the power of his free wil! to bis de- 
struction. It reduceth,into the church of God, old e- 
jected Pejagianism, and is a mask aid vizzard for 
Popery to creep in among us under that disguise, am 
subverteth all assurance of everlasting life and. happ 


ness. Andso may God help me, and be propitious 





. . eee Ps 
unto me, as I swear all this without any ambigur’, 
| quivocation, or mevtal reservation. 











